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25/08/2025 
 
To: Malta Further and Higher Education Authority (MFHEA) 

CC: Ministry of Education, Sport, Youth, Research and Innovation 
CC: Ministry of Health and Active Ageing 
CC: Office of the Prime Minister 
CC: Malta Medical Council 

RE: Gross Negligence in Oversight of International European University – Demand for 
Immediate Action and Accountability 

Dear Members of the Board, 

The Medical Association of Malta (MAM) writes to express its profound indignation regarding 
the International European University (IEU) scandal and the regulatory failures associated 
with the MFHEA. The testimonies of students, many stating their “lives are ruined,” are not 
isolated grievances. They reflect systemic negligence and a serious breach of public trust. 

We hold the MFHEA directly accountable for failing to safeguard medical education standards 
and protect student welfare. 

Direct Accountability: Why MFHEA Must Own Its Failures 

1. Regulatory Negligence and Improper Licensing 
 
 How was an institution operating without proper accreditation, legitimate clinical 
facilities, or recognized academic standards permitted to recruit students and collect 
tuition fees under MFHEA’s oversight? Reports indicate students—many of them non-
EU nationals—have been left thousands of euros out of pocket, describing themselves 
as “scammed.” 
 

2. A Tarnished Reputation: Lost Credibility at European Level 
 
MFHEA’s credibility has been eroded internationally. In May 2025, the Authority’s 
application to the European Quality Assurance Register (EQAR) was rejected following 
strong criticism of inadequate checks, lack of transparency, excessive political 
influence, and weak accreditation procedures. This scandal has compounded that 
reputational damage and cast doubt on Malta’s standing in medical and higher 
education. 
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3. Warnings Ignored 

Despite clear red flags—media reports, student complaints, and EU-level criticism—
MFHEA failed to act decisively until public pressure mounted. The revocation of IEU’s 
temporary licence occurred only after scrutiny from journalists, not as a result of 
proper oversight. 

Our Questions and Demands 

MAM requests full and public clarification on the following: 

• Were professional medical and educational bodies, including the Malta Medical 
Council, consulted before licensing decisions were made? If so, what advice was 
given? 

• What due diligence was carried out regarding IEU’s faculty credentials, accreditation, 
infrastructure, and clinical training claims? 

• Why did MFHEA fail to enforce clear disclaimers that IEU’s Malta operations fell under 
Ukrainian QA authorities, as previously recommended by its own panel? 

Immediate remedies for students must include: 

• Full refund of tuition and related costs. 
• Assistance with transfers to accredited universities. 
• Recognition of any academically sound coursework completed. 
• Access to psychological support services. 

Accountability and systemic reforms must include: 

• An independent public inquiry into MFHEA’s decision-making and failures. 
• Mandatory consultation with the Malta Medical Council and qualified medical 

educators for all current and future medical education licensing. 
• Structural reforms to guarantee transparency, independence, and rigorous site visits 

before accreditation. 
• A full list of all existing and pending medical education providers in Malta, with 

disclosure of ongoing applications or audits. 
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Our Position and Next Steps 

The Medical Association of Malta cannot remain silent when students are exploited, 
professional standards violated, and Malta’s reputation put at risk. We therefore demand: 

● An independent inquiry into how IEU was licensed and permitted to operate. 
● A comprehensive review of all private and prospective medical education providers in 

Malta. 
● A written response, clearly outlining: 

○ Remedies for affected students. 
○ Accountability measures for those responsible. 
○ Structural reforms to prevent recurrence. 

MAM reserves the right to use all measures within its power to ensure this situation is 
remedied and to prevent similar failures from happening again. 

 

Medical education is not a commercial commodity—it is a profession grounded in trust, 
integrity, and public safety. Allowing predatory operators to exploit vulnerable students 
under the watch of MFHEA is indefensible. We demand urgent and meaningful action. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dr. Patrick Sammut 
MAM President 
OBO MAM Council 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Aaron Schembri 
MAM General Secretary 
OBO MAM Council 
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